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                                                          Happy St. Joseph’s Day 

 

President’s Message: 

Once again we are in full season with the 
return of many of our members. 
Various events are scheduled with wonderful 
results planned. 
 
The Bocce Tournament with Cascades was 
great fun...one of these years we will bring 
the Trophy home...But in the meantime we 
are having great fun?!!  We are still trying to 
figure out how to play on those 
courts....Thanks for your wonderful 
hospitality! 
 
Happy Hours continue to draw members.  I 
attended the "Blaze Pizza" destination in 
UTC mall. It was fun and different. 
 
The Opera Season is in full bloom. On their 
agenda in the next few weeks...La Boheme,  

 
Romeo and Juliet and Elixir of Love.  We are 
so fortunate to have this venue at our 
fingertips. 
 
We are also looking forward to 'Carnevale" at 
Penny Thomas's home.  A wonderful and 
magical evening is planned with all kinds of 
surprises. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you at one 
or more of our events planned this month in 
March.  They are:  The Sunset Cruise, St. 
Joseph’s Day Luncheon, and The Wine 
Tasting event. 
 
Ciao for now... 
Sheryl Lazzarotti,  
President 

 
 

 



 

GCICS Mardi Gras/Carnevale Dinner Gala/Scholarship Fundraiser 

Penny Thomas, GCICS Treasurer, has graciously offered her home for our 3rd Annual 
Mardi Gras/Carnevale Dinner Gala/Scholarship Fundraiser. You won’t want to miss 
it.  Members came in Mardi Gras adorned clothes or accessories (e.g., masks, beads, 
boas, colorful attire, and in one case costumes).  Simply use your imagination.  Penny 
feels she can accommodate 60 comfortably for socializing and dining.  I would encourage 
you to sign up early since we have over 160 GCICS members.  Here is the information:  
 
 EVENT:    GCICS Mardi Gras/Carnevale Dinner Gala/Scholarship Fundraiser  
 
DATE/TIME:  Shrove Tuesday, Feb 25, 2020, 5:30 – 9:00 PM  
 
LOCATION:   Penny’s home: 4112 Pinar Drive, Bradenton, FL. 34210 (941-755-9385) (very 
close to the IMG Academy) 
 
COST:    $30 per person donation to the GCICS Scholarship Fund  
 
ATTENDANCE:  Limited to first 60 whose checks arrive.  
 
RESERVE:   Make check payable to GCICS Scholarship and mail to Judy Herman, 
1362 Fortieth St., Sarasota, FL 34234   
 
BRING:   Wine/Beer/other beverage of your choosing and a food contribution based 
on the listing below and the first letter of your last name:  
   A – D:  Appetizer 
   E – K:  Vegetable/side dish (hot or cold), including salads 
   L – P:  Main Course   
   Q – Z:  Dessert  
 
BADGES:   Please wear your badge.  
 
QUESTIONS:    Email Judy Herman (taxmadam@msn.com)  
 

DEADLINE:   RSVP with a check to Judy by Thursday, Feb 20, 2020 

 



Saint Joseph’s Day Celebration 

 

The Board is delighted to announce our annual St. Joseph's Feast Day 
Celebration Luncheon.  Don't delay is sending in your check with your 
luncheon order.  We are presently at 155 members so it is imperative that 
you register early if you plan to attend.  The information is below.  Mark your 
calendar, write your check, specify your entree order(s) and send off.  Then 
you can rest assured that you have a seat for the celebration.  I was to have 
managed this event but due to my hip fracture and PT, Mary Rinaldi has 
graciously agreed to handle this celebration. 

 

*Event:  GCICS St. Joseph's Feast Day Celebration Luncheon 
*Date/Time:  Sunday, March 15, 2020, 12:00-3:00 pm 
*Location:  Cafe Baci, 4001 So. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231 
*Cost:   $36 (includes gratuity; no tax needed) (same cost as the     
past 4 years) 
*Payment:   Check payable to GCICS; mail to Mary Rinaldi, 13982 
Siena Loop, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
*Deadline:  Must have your check by Tuesday, March 10, 2020 
*Raffles:   We will have a 50/50 raffle; and possibly 2 great items for 
a silent auction (bring cash/check book). 
*Wear:   Red in honor of St. Joseph; and badge for getting to 
know one another. 

 



MENU 

A Glass of Wine, Beer, or Soda Included 

 
⌘⌘⌘ 

Mixed Greens Harvest Salad 
 

⌘⌘⌘ 

Penne Marinara 

 
⌘⌘⌘ 

 

Main Dish 
Choice: 

 

Flounder Alla Francese 

Filet of Flounder Dipped In an Egg Batter Then Sautéed with Lemon and Wine 
with Capers 

 

Eggplant Parmigiana 

Sliced Eggplant Topped With a Savory Tomato Sauce and Mozzarella Cheese 
 

Chicken Marsala 

Chicken Breast Saluted with Mushrooms and a Marsala Sauce 

 

⌘⌘⌘ 

Dessert 
Tiramisu 

Coffee and Tea 

 

 

*Cash bar available. 
*Questions: Call Mary Rinaldi (941-907-9056) or email 
her (maryfaithrinaldi@gmail.com) 

 

 



 “19 Crimes Wine Tasting & Basket Raffle” 

 

 

*Event:   “19 Crimes Wine Tasting & Basket Raffle” 
 

*Date/Time:  Friday, March 27, 2020 commencing at 5:00 pm 
 

*Location: Penny Thomas’s home: 4112 Pinar Drive, Bradenton, FL 34210 
(close to IMG Academy) 
 

*Cost:   $30 (Covers cost of wine being tasted & hors d’oeuvres: 
there will be a hearty Charcuterie Platter at each table); Penny assures us 
you won’t go hungry!! 
 

*Payment:   Check payable to GCICS; put on check memo line: 
“Wine Tasting”; mail to Penny Thomas (her address appears 3 lines above) 
 

*Deadline:  Must receive check in Penny’s mailbox by Friday, 
March 20, 2020. 
 

*Raffles:   We will have a silent auction with fabulous raffle 
baskets.  So bring your checkbook.  All monies go to the Scholarship 
Program. (e.g., Italian Coffee Basket; Fun in the Sun Basket) 
 

*Wear:   Your name badge. 
 

*Questions:  Call Penny Thomas (941-755-9385) or email 
her (dafyddpen@aol.com) 



SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

 
 

You are cordially invited to our annual Scholarship Festa where high school seniors are awarded 
GCICS college scholarships.  We will welcome the student scholars and their guests.  You will 
meet and hear from these college bound local Italian American high school seniors.  If you wish 
to sponsor a student or parent (guest) for the brunch, include that fee in your check along with your 
own fee and indicate such in your note.  The student you sponsor, along with his/her parents or 
guests, will be seated with you.  
   
EVENT:  GCICS SCHOLARSHIP FESTA (Buffet Brunch) honoring our Scholarship 
Recipients 
   
DATE/TIME:  Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 10:30 am 
  
LOCATION:  Tara Golf & Country Club, 6602 Drewrys Bluff, Bradenton, FL 34203 (One-
quarter mile west of I-75 off of State Road 70 West) 
  
MENU:  Buffet includes a shrimp display, carved ham, waffles, omelet station, eggs benedict, 
Chicken Marsala, vegetables, fruit, pastries, and so much more. 
  
COST:  $25 all inclusive (brunch, gratuity and either a Mimosa or Bloody Mary) 
  
RESERVE:  Make check ($25 per person) payable to “GCICS” and mail to Linda Ahern, 4238 
65th Place East, Sarasota, FL 34243 
  
QUESTIONS:  E-mail Linda at: lindalahern@aol.com 
  
DEADLINE:  Linda must have checks by Monday, March 23, 2020.        
   
SEATING:  We will do table assignments because we need to seat members with the student or 
parent they are sponsoring along with other family members.  If you have a special request as to 
whom you would like to sit with (aside from a student/parent you may be sponsoring), specify that 
in your note/check.  We will make every effort to accommodate your request. 
   
NOTE:  The Dining Room has a dress code which you can check out on Tara's website.  The key 
item is that "blue denim is not permitted in the dining room". 



Dr. Tanasi Lecture 
 

                                                              

 
 
The Board is delighted to announce that Professor Davide Tanasi, who enthralled us last year with 
his presentation on archaeology and enology in the ancient Mediterranean, will pay us a return 
visit.   
  This time Dr. Tanasi's presentation will focus on some of his archaeological/hi-tech 
discoveries in Sicily.  The hard-to-resist topic, which has all the ingredients of culture and "vita" 
is: "Art and Cuisine of Greek Sicily."   

Seating is limited, so please email your attendance intention, including number of persons, 

to George Arfield (arfield@yahoo.com), marking the SUBJECT line: "April 20 lecture." 

  Special thanks to Linda Mercurio for suspending that Monday's Happy Hour to allow all 

interested to attend. 

Here are the details (note new venue): 

  

WHAT: “Sicilians build things like they will live forever and eat like they will die 

tomorrow".  Lecture: “Art and Cuisine of Greek Sicily” 

WHEN:    Monday April 20, 2020, 2:00pm - 5:00pm. 

WHERE:     Gulf Gate Public Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota FL 34231, room "A" 

on the ground floor. 

PARKING:  Ample, non-metered parking on Library lot and across Curtiss 

 

 
 
 
 



Dr. Tanasi's Preview: 
  
Abstract 
Strategically set in the middle of the Mediterranean, Sicily was the ultimate crossroads of 
civilizations.  Frontier of free thinking and speech, vital and experimental artistic scene for the 
Greeks, granary of the Empire and invaluable arena for Roman visual propaganda, Sicily and its 
archaeological heritage are the perfect synthesis of the Classical cultures.  In this lecture, Sicilian 
masterpieces of Greek and Roman art, which for centuries charmed travelers, historians, poets and 
philosophers, will be presented to narrate twelve centuries of cultural achievements of Greeks and 
Romans in the island.   
 

Bio note 
Davide Tanasi (PhD) is an Italian archaeologist born and raised in Sicily, specializing in 
Mediterranean Prehistory and Greek and Roman Archaeology of Sicily and Malta.  He has directed 
archaeological fieldwork in Sicily since 1999 and was the director of two American field schools 
in archaeology: the Roman catacombs of St. Lucy (Siracusa) in 2013-2015 and the Roman Villa 
of Durrueli (Agrigento) in 2017. He is currently Associate Professor, Department of History at the  
University of South Florida, where he founded and directs the Institute for Digital Explorations 
(IDEx). His research interests include: cultural interrelation between the Aegean and Sicily, 
Archaeology of Food, Archaeometry of Ancient Ceramics and Application of Digital Methods to 
Archaeological Research. In those fields, he has authored and edited ten books and over a hundred 
scientific publications with his discoveries on ancient wine and olive oil being highlighted last 
year by National Geographic, The Smithsonian, Scientific American and The Guardian.   
 
 

 

 

 
 



REVIEW OF “FILM MATINEE” 
 
 
    USF Professor Scott Perry presented another memorable Italian film classic at a January 31 
"Film Matinee" held at the main room of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
    Following last year's successful screening of 'Ossessione" this time Dr. Perry chose "A Special 
Day (Una giornata particolare)," a 1977 production starring Sofia Loren and Marcello Mastroianni 
playing characters who are far apart from their usual glamorous roles.  In a nutshell, the film covers 
the daytime hours of two neighbors in a middle-class apartment building during the 1938 day when 
Benito Mussolini received Adolf Hitler in Rome.  The picture received, among others, a Golden 
Globe and two Hollywood Academy Award nominations. 
    It was, most attendees agreed, a moving yet rewarding experience that gently yet without 
compromise explored topics that remain current. 
    A lively Q-and-A followed the screening with Dr. Perry ending the session promising to return 
with another Italian classic later this year. 
 

               

Professor Scott Perry discussing the film.                Dr. Scott Perry answering questions. 

 

             

Erika Cummings, Pam Arfield, Brenda Tiano         Gene & Barbara Barattini with Mary & Philip Maresco 

 

 



                

Front: Pam Parodi, Back Joe & Blanche Barresi                           Joe & Lucille Raia 

 

 

 

                                    

                                                Julie Bondarenko & Mignon Snider 

 

 



FYI: From Leita Davis 
This is an item that might be of general interest.  I never heard of the AM Lira until I watched a fabulous 

Sicilian film series, "Detective Montalbano," all filmed in Palermo.  I wonder if I'm the only person who 

never heard of this. 

  

 

  

The Am-Allied Military Currency or lira was the currency that AMGOT put in circulation in Italy 
after the landing in Sicily on the night between 9 and 10 July 1943. The value was 100 "am-lire" 
for a U.S. dollar. Totally interchangeable with the normal Italian lira for military decision, it 
contributed to high inflation that hit Italy towards the end of World War II. 

The study of paper money specific to Italy began in July 1942. The first issue (Series 1943) was 
printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP, who has also designed the banknotes) and 
the Forbes Lithograph Corporation (FLC); the value was written only in numeric digits and 
the Italian language. This was hurried rough. On July 13, 1943, on the banknotes were printed and 
written LIRA or LIRA ISSUED IN ITALY, previously omitted so as not to betray the country to 
which the notes were intended. With the first series were issued of the denominations of 1 to 1000 
lire. The banknotes for 1, 2, 5 and 10 lire are a square shape, and the 50, 100, 500 and 1000 lire 
have a rectangular shape, same general shape as the U.S. dollar. The second issue (Series 1943 A) 
was printed only by the FLC, and was added to the indication in letters (in Italian and English) of 
the value. Due to rampant inflation, they did not reissue the banknotes for 1 and 2 lire, which had 
become useless. For printing, lithography was chosen as the method with "high specific spectral 
ink" and paper materials like rags. All this should have made it very difficult to counterfeit. In fact, 
the falsification of Am-lire was a very large phenomenon; some were crude counterfeits, while 
others were hardly distinguishable even by experts. The reverse of all the banknotes read in English 
the Four Freedoms enshrined in the Four Freedoms speech: the freedom of speech, the freedom of 
religion, the freedom from want, and the freedom from fear. After 1946, they ceased to be the sole 
currency and were used along with normal notes, until June 3, 1950. In total, 917.7 million Am-
lire were printed, a weight of 758 tons were shipped to Italy in 23,698 cases. The first shipment, 
seven tons of paper money, took place July 19, 1943, on two cargo planes, while the last delivery 
was made April 17, 1945. 

 



BOCCE CORNER 

 

 
CIAO everyone!!!  

Thank you for your participation in our 
annual bocce invitational with the Cascades 
Italian-American Club, CIAO. I have 
received kind words of appreciation from 
you, but the real efforts and work was done 
by Linda Ahern who resides there. 
Thankfully she was not called to fly north to 
help out with the expected new grandchild. 
She leaves today! Whew!  

Our new participants can now understand 
about CIAO’s very different and fast courts. 
It is not easy to transition to them. CIAO was 
very gracious in the presentation of the 
trophy as the final score was not mentioned. 
We only won a few games, although many 
were close. The trophy is real but really not 
so important to either Club. A very nice 
relationship has evolved between us. Much  

of it has to do with food! Although the 
antipasti, wings, pizza and wine are a good  

deal for $17.00, the day itself is wonderful. 
The CIAO members LOVE your desserts and 
cannot wait to see what will arrive next year. 
We have received many compliments from 
them. Thank you all for coming through.  

Some scheduled participants who were not 
able to attend have already kindly agreed 
to allow us to not refund their fees and to 
use it for purchase of additional material 
for our court. We are working on finding 
supplies.  
 
Regards,  

Tom Hurban 

 Bocce Chair  



 

  

                                                   

 

                                                         

 

                                                                                          

 

 

 



GIFT CERTIFICATES 

 

The following restaurants have recently donated gift certificates.  A * indicates that this restaurant 
has provided gift certificates in the past.  Thank you, Linda Mercurio, for all your hard work in 
obtaining all these gift cards this past month.  Remember, the monies obtained by raffling off these 
gift cards at our events helps to fund our scholarships. 
1)  *Apollonia Grill:  927-2270  

2) * Rosemary & Thyme:  955-7600  

3)  Off the Hook:   923-5570 

4)  The Public House:  822-0795 

5) * Grillsmith:   259-8383 

6)  *Pietro's Ristorante Italiano & Wine Bar:  554-8395  

7)  Patrick's 1481:  955-1481 

8)  Surf Shack: 960-1122 

 

 

Fundraising Initiative 

 

 We’ll make it short and sweet. . .just as you responded so kindly with bottles of wine for the Feb 

25th Carnevale raffle, we are asking your help in donating new items for the gift baskets we will 

be raffling off during the March 27th “19 Crimes Wine Tasting & Basket Raffle.” 

 It is imperative that if you have item(s) to donate, you contact me via email 

at Lindalahern@aol.com so that I may arrange a pick-up of either individual items or completed 

baskets.  You can donate any and all new items and my team will create beautiful baskets.  I must 

have all the donations by February 29 so that we can put the baskets together for our March event. 

  
Thank you for your generosity in this final fundraiser for the GCICS Program Year. 
  
Linda Ahern 
GCICS Fundraising Chair 



 
 
 
Stoneybrook Country Club 
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GCICS Italian Language Classes 

Led by Prof. Paola Tate, GCICS offers its 
members two levels of instruction in the Italian 
language: 

1.    Italian for Beginners  

2.    Italian Conversation for those having basic to 
advanced command of the language and who 
are willing to actively participate in the 
conversation to the best of their ability to 
communicate in Italian.  Full fluency is not 
required but participation is.  This is not a class 
for silent auditors. 

Both of these classes are for GCICS members 
only.  Please do not bring guests, friends or 
visitors.  Space issues require us to request that 
those wishing to join either class FOR THE 
FIRST TIME contact either Prof. Tate 
(rstvideo@aol.com) or George Arfield 
(arfield@yahoo.com) to insure that there is space 
available. 

The classes are held every Wednesday during 
“season” at the home of the Tate family: Italian 
for Beginners from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm and Italian 
Conversation from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm.  The 
address is 4583 Atwood Cay Circle, Sarasota FL 
34233. 

Members in "Italian for Beginners" are asked to 
leave the Tate residence promptly before the 
"Italian Conversation" hour begins.  Conversely, 
those attending the "Italian Conversation" hour 
are asked to not attend the "Italian for Beginners" 
class.  In other words: attend one class or the 
other but not both. 

 


